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Sir: 



April 4, 2003 



This Communication is submitted in response to the Office Action issued 
on February 24, 2003 in connection with the above-identified application. A response to 
the February 24, 2003 Office Action was due on March 24, 2003. Applicant herewith 
petitions for a one month extension of time in which to respond to the February 24, 
2003 Office Action. The fee for a one month extension of time for a small entity is 
$55.00 and a check in this amount is enclosed. With a one month extension of time, a 
response to the February 24, 2003 Office Action is due April 24, 2003. Accordingly, this 
Communication is being timely filed. 
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Election of Species Requirement 

In the Office Action, the Examiner stated that the subject application contains 
claims directed to more than one species of the generic invention and that these species 
are deemed to lack unity of invention because they are not so linked as to form a single 
general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1. 

The . Examiner stated that applicant is required, in reply to this action, to elect a 
single species to which the claims shall be restricted if no generic claim is finally held to 
be allowable and that the reply must also identify the claims readable on the elected 
species. The Examiner requested that applicant pick one species from the following, for 
example: DNA sequence that is recognized by a heterochromatin-binding protein 
comprising HP1, DNA sequence that is recognized by a complex comprising a Polycomb- 
group protein, DNA sequence that is recognized by a complex possessing a histone 
deacetylase activity, DNA sequence that is recognized by a protein complex comprising 
MeCP2, DNA sequence that is recognized by LexA, and DNA sequence that is recognized 
by Gal4. 

In response to this requirement, applicant elects, with traverse, the species "DNA 
sequence that is recognized by a heterochromatin-binding protein comprising HP1." 
Applicant maintains that the pending claims form a single inventive concept and that all 
claims are readable on the elected species. 
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Conclusion 



No fee, other than the enclosed $55.00 fee for a one month extension of time, is 
deemed necessary in connection with the submission of this Communication. However, 
if a fee is required to preserve the pendency of the subject application, authorization is 
hereby given to charge the amount of any such fee to Deposit Account No. 01-1785. 



Respectfully submitted, 

AMSTER, ROTHSTEIN & EBENSTEIN 

Attorneys for Applicant 

90 Park Avenue 

New York, New York 10016 

(212) 697-5995 
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